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smoke,” said Tawni Basden, 

director of the Tobacco-Free 
Coalition of Rankin, Scott 

and Simpson  Counties. 

“Each year in Mississippi, 

smoking accounts for an 

estimated 5,250 premature 

deaths, including 550 deaths 

among nonsmokers as a 

result of secondhand 

smoke.”   
 

Henderson hopes to eventu-

ally see a policy in place that 

would protect all Mississip-

pians from exposure to sec-

ondhand smoke. “If you are 

out somewhere and people 

around you are smoking, it 

can cause harm to you. I 

think everyone should be 
able to go to public places 

and be protected from sec-

ondhand smoke.”  

 

For more information on the 

dangers of tobacco use and 

secondhand smoke, contact 

the Tobacco-Free Coalition 

of Rankin, Scott and Simp-

son  Counties at 601-933-

9174 or visit 

www.tobaccofreems.org.  

Mississippi high school stu-

dent Michael Henderson 
appreciates the fact that he 

can go to school and not feel 

pressure from his class-

mates to use tobacco prod-

ucts. 

 

 “I am 100 percent behind 

the „no tobacco products on 

school campuses‟ rule be-
cause there is less chance of 

peer pressure,” said Hender-

son. School is about learn-

ing, and students shouldn‟t 

have to worry about being 

pressured to try tobacco 

products while they are at 

school.” 

 

It‟s been 10 years since 

legislation went into effect in 

Mississippi prohibiting stu-

dents from possessing any 

type of tobacco products 

and adults from using to-

bacco products on educa-

tional property.  “Three 

thousand and seven hun-

dred Mississippi kids become 

new daily smokers each 

year and 69,000 Mississippi 

kids currently under the age 

of 18 will die prematurely 

from smoking,” said Roy 

Hart, director of the Office of 

Tobacco Control at the Mis-

sissippi State Department of 

Health. “This policy is one 

way we can help protect 

kids from experiencing pres-

sure to begin using tobacco 

products.”  

 

“This legislation has been a 

great thing for Mississippi 

students because not only 

does it alleviate some of the 

peer pressure they experi-

ence from their classmates 

to try tobacco products,  it 

also limits some of their 

exposure to secondhand 

Fax registration to: 601-

420-2416. 
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Advocates for healthy 

lives and tobacco-free 

policies throughout 

Mississippi.  

The Mississippi Tobacco

-Free Coalitions are 

grassroots groups cover-

ing all 82 Mississippi 

counties. The Coalitions 

work to reduce tobacco-

related disease and death 

by educating youth about 

the dangers of tobacco, 

encouraging communi-

ties to implement     

smokefree ordinances 

and promoting tobacco 

cessation services. 

The Mississippi Tobacco-

Free Coalitions are funded 

by a grant from the Missis-

sippi State Department of 

Health. The Coalitions and 

the Health Department 

work together to educate 

our citizens—both young 

and old—on the dangers of 

tobacco use.   

 

To find your local coalition 

visit :  

www.tobaccofreems.org  

 

To learn more about 

smokefree air Mississippi 

visit :  

Www.smokefreeairms.com 

 

Flowood Back-to-school 

health fair:  

 

Brandon 

Mayor’s Youth Council 

Kick-Off Meeting: 

Coalition Meetings specific 

Mendenhall High School 

Teacher Orientation:  

 

 

 

Brandon Night Out:  

 

 

to Rankin, Scott and Simpson 

Counties.   

Rally at the Park— worked with 

the Brandon Mayor’s Youth 

Council to have a booth and 

help work the event for the 

Mississippi  Underage Drinking 

Coalition of Rankin and Madi-

son Coun-

ties.  

Attended the 

MS Lung Summit  

B E  A  P A R T  O F  O U R  C O A L I T I O N :  

A U G U S T  A C T I V I T I E S  

Simpson County  RAT 

Camp was at Simpson 

YMCA for 

about 30 

youth.  

 

 

 

Scott 

County RAT 

Camp was 

at Kiddie 

Kollege Day Care Center 

for about 40 youth.  

Mississippi 

Association 

of Addiction 

Profession-

als (MAAP) 

Annual Conference:  

Donna Hopkins, MAAP 

Administrator 

recognizes Tawni 

for her work in 

prevention. 

J U L Y  A C T I V I T I E S  

Rankin County RAT CAMP 

was at Reservoir YMCA 

with 180 students. Pic-

tured here is Amber Beck 

from the Mississippi State 

Department of Health’s 

Oral Health Program talk-

ing to the youth about how 

to take 

care of 

their teeth. 

She also 

helped with the Simpson 

County  RAT Camp.  
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic.  

This is part of our Simpson County  

Coalition members.  Our coalition 

would not be able to make the impact 

we try to make without passionate 

people like this!  

If you would like 

to have a RAT or 

FREE team for 

the youth you 

work with give 

us a call!!!  



September: 

9/1/11—Richland Wal-Mart 

Diabetes Health Fair  

9/8/11—RCSD Open House   

9/12/11—RCSD Frontiers 

Meeting  

9/13/11—Pearl Kawanis Club 

Meeting 

9/14/11—DREAM training on 

Tobacco Environmental 

Strategies  

9/15/11— Fore the Kids Golf 

Tournament  

9/16/11—Region 8 Mental 

Health Prevention Services 

meeting  

9/17/11—MAAP Certification 

Board Meeting 

9/21-22/11— Chamber of 

Flowood Golf Tournament 

honoring our coalition.  

October:   

10/4/11—Pearl Wal-Mart 

Diabetes Health Fair 

10/13/11— SADD’s Club 

Officer Training presentation 

10/14/11—Brandon High 

School Football Game and 

tobacco awareness.  

10/18/11— Pearl High School 

Health Classes presentations 

10/19/11—Flowood Wal-Mart 

Diabetes Health Fair  

10/20/11—LEAD Conference 

10/21/11—MOHCA Meeting 

10/29/11—East Rankin Acad-

emy 5K/Fun Run  

November: 

11/5/11— Air National Guard 

Family Day Health Fair 8-12 

11/17/11—GASO 

11/30/11—Rankin Coalition 

Meeting. 3:30 at DREAM, Inc. 

9/26/11—Magee Elementary After 

School program 

9/29/11— Mendenhall Homecom-

ing Parade  

October:  

10/5/11—Mendenhall High Health 

Classes 

10/10/11—Simpson County Job 

Corp presentation 

10/20/11— LEAD Conference in 

Jackson 

R A N K I N  C O U N T Y  C A L E N D A R  

S I M P S O N  C O U N T Y  C A L E N D A R  

setting up Scott Central 

School teams too. 

We need more Scott 

County adult presenta-

tions.  

October:  

10/3/11—Slaughter Library  

Presentation  

10/17/11— Kiddie Kollege 

10/20/11—LEAD Conference  

10/24/11—Sebastopol  

November: 

11/9/11—Sebastopol  

11/14/11—Kiddie Kollege  

11/17/11— GASO 

11/17/11– Creative  

Christmas 

11/18/11—Scott Coalition 

Meeting at Scott County Coop-

erative Extension Services 

Offices at 3:30.  

 

S C O T T  C O U N T Y  C A L E N D A R  

September : 

9/9/11—CRUDUP Ward 

9/12/11—Kiddie Kollege 

9/14/11—Lake High School 

9/23/11—Lake Middle School 

and Lake Elementary 

9/24/11—Wing Dang Doodle 

Festival  

9/27/11—Sebastopol  

9/29/11—Morton Elementary 

RAT Pack Presentation 
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This sign is now available 

to download to put up in 

your agency or school. 

Look MOHCA up on  

Facebook.  

The Mississippi Tobacco-

Free Coalition of Rankin, 

Scott and Simpson 

Counties is required to 

conduct one awareness 

activity and one Smokefree 

air presentation per 

county served. Any help to 

obtain venues to do 

presentations would be 

greatly appreciated.  

 

If you would like to attend 

ANY of the scheduled 

events let me know!!  

September: 

9/8/11—Work in Simpson 

County to set up teams 

9/14/11—Simpson County 

Battered Women’s Shelter 

presentation 

9/20/11—Magee Elementary 

School and Magee High School 

9/23/11—Klub Kid  

9/26-30/11—Simpson Central 
School TATU Teams 

10/25/11 Mendenhall Fall Festival.  

10/28/11—Mendenhall vs. Magee 

Football game and tobacco preven-

tion.  

November:  

11/3/11—Mendenhall High School 

Health Classes 

11/10/11—Mendenhall Veteran’s 

Program—tentative  

11/11/11— Magee Elementary Body 

Walk  

11/17/11—GASO 

11/29/11—Simpson Coalition Meeting 



Primary Business Address 

310 Airport Road 

Pearl, MS 39208 

 

Phone: 601.933.9174 

Fax: 601.933.1138 

E-mail: tbasden@dreaminc.org   

M I S S I S S I P P I  

T O B A C C O - F R E E  

C O A L I T I O N  O F  

R A N K I N ,  S C O T T  A N D  

S I M P S O N  C O U N T I E S   

an important step towards 

a healthier life – one that 

can lead to reducing can-

cer risk.  

Quitting smoking is not 

easy, but it can be done. 

To have the best chance of 

quitting successfully, you 

need to know what you're 

up against, what your op-

tions are, and where to go 

for help. 

 

If you know someone that 

is ready to quit, have them 

visit  www.quitlinems.com  

 

 

 The American Cancer 

Society is marking the 

36th Great American 

Smokeout on November 

17 by encouraging smok-

ers to use the date to 

make a plan to quit, or to 

plan in advance and quit 

smoking that day. By doing 

so, smokers will be taking 

 G R E A T  A M E R I C A N  S M O K E  O U T    

This program is funded by a 

grant from the Mississippi 

State Department of Health.  We are on the web, Facebook, and Twitter:  

www.mtfc-rss.ms  

 

To locate another Mississippi 

Tobacco-Free Coalition visit:  

 

Www.tobaccofreems.org   

Check out our sports-centered artwork. It is available to 

go up at sports stadiums, in yearbooks or sport scheduled 

books or in newspapers. If you would like to use our logo 

let me know and I will get it to you. All I ask is for a copy 

of the program it is used in.  

http://www.cancer.org/Healthy/StayAwayfromTobacco/GreatAmericanSmokeout/history-of-the-great-american-smokeout
http://www.cancer.org/Healthy/StayAwayfromTobacco/GreatAmericanSmokeout/history-of-the-great-american-smokeout

